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FHtETHOUGHT GUIDES 
Slf, 

Lnt m* expresE my irTSTii*n«* gratitude iind 
SL^rc^F? thanks to our beloved magSEine 
' FREETHOUGHT for Its wond&Mul Quidfince 
to the Rptionatfst mindt. I heva bfl«n 
reeding ycur mag^zln^ for four mon^Ti^ nuw« 
I em sura thti FFIEETH0UGV4T will anabfe 
evervbodvto Ihink freefv in a rationil way. 

K. AMBEDKAR 
Koth>p«la, A, P. 
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STATUE OF AMBEDKAft 
Sir 

There are three coll»c* itudente' Govt 
Ho&toli in Medrai city. [1> The M. C. Raj4 
Mostel {2) The Nindanflrri CoFTegB Hostel 
(2) The Korfornbakkvin Collogo Btuder^te 
l-lDtid. These ere FiMed Viith about 7b% 
depressed class college studanta. They are 
naturadly ralionalfetic iind Ihey want 
DT. Ambedkar's Siatue In Nandinap Hostel 
Complex, But tha HogIsI wardsn who It 
orthodox refused to allow Or. Ambedkar^t 
atatu« in 1h* Hosiei. The concerned weifars 
officer and the Director of Harljarv and 
Tribal Wftlfere were approached For per- 
nri'salon. But tho'V dt(^ not rsply. They 
bought the Statue at their own cost. The 
Govemment which la celebritino PERIVAR 
CENTINARY muil atleaal agree tQ give 
permiiSJDii (o opani the porlrajl of 
X>f* Afnbadker In th« 'Mandenam Hoatal, 

^K. SHINIVASAW 
Madras 



W« h*v« alreedy submittscf m^nv petltlor 
requesting rraer vatic n forSC & ST people 
became Chairmen In rural P^nchSYf unions^ 
After many a memorandunn, the Tsmflni 
Gcvt. turns d dvufuBr. Tfiq Blpck Dowlap' 
ment O^ficen are thosa wtiom rural masBi 
contact. Th* governnnent mofiBy which i« 
■pent for productfon and distribution of 
weaEth isrealydoneby Panehayat Chafrman. 
So thu GuvsrniTiBnl ii re quested to a I Cot 
etieast fifty panehayat ChaTrmorr seat* for t>ie 

5. C. and S. T. tppiicantt. 

-M. KA^JDAEAMV 

Modras 



EAHDHl DEnilDS CASTE f 

"It is not B humen invention, but en 
Immutable law of Nature the statament of 
a terid&ncv that te ivar-pre;«nl and a\ 
work tike Meuvton s Lew of Grauttalion. 
Just as the Law of Gravitation existed 
even befora it waa discovered, so did th« 
Lmvf of Varna It was given to the Hindu 
to discover that law. By their discovery 
and Bpijliuation of ceilnin laws o1 Nature, 
the peoples of the W«st hava esslly in- 
creased their mats rf a I poisossione. 
SirtillaMy. Hindus by their discovery of 
thia irrasistibia sociat tendency hav« b«en 
able to achieve in the spiritual field what 
no other nation In the wcrld has 
achle'ved/' 

— Mr. M. K. GAMDHI 
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THE FARCE 

The imminsrwo of eieciions to th« Indian 
Parflarrent has eKFosed to public ifdiculo ih* 
transient naiuie cf wU&\ UXWs scruples our 
'leader*' prcdafmed for ihermsefveE, Tha 
'letdert' are busy d«viS!ng atrategems and 
stunts to hoodwink the gullible electorata. 
Everyone i» prctnited «ver^iMng without any 
id*i of fulfuMifig the proinlftee. 

The Janata porHicTsnB project thflir leader 
8S the new champlort of dgpreesed desfss. 
But cen one s«y. wfth any honetry, ihatth« 
Jarata l#ad«r, the rfch Kulak af Sasanm, tt 
prErcipled or inccff^uptfb^* ? Tho Jat Chief 
ftliaa raticnal P. M, had twice svfncad 
audden concerrt in reservariorr tor backward 
claisas bul bicked out of it. EvpfintHdIy, 
0*iai hat retired to delve into his Yog*, 
Astroltjgv jnd thera'peutrc Fada. 

Mfb. GandM i$ proieciing herself as « 
champror> of tha n^inoritiefiind downtrodden, 

fnFQfiittlng that it ia hArself a-\d har famiry 

(who have beeri ruling the couritry for netrly 
3 decades) who art reeponelbb for tho 
plight Of the masses and for tha ricti beconi- 
ing richer 

Peopt» are ifi«illusTona(f and 1ir«d afltr 
32 yeirt of the ao-cal ed parlisimentary 
derrocrBCy. UnamplDyment ii at its p«j9k 
whie prices are sky-rockettinp. Mo pardon, 
nor any of the contending pirtiss C9n salvage 
the country. Thev have miterably felled 
wherevttr they capturad power ti would 
appsar that the svifs arct inhsr#nt In this 
axploitetivv system wftere the poor remain 
victim* tif the rich. How does ona thro^iv 
□ff the yote? Not through elections, we 
luppose. 

Th* tltarnatjve ie not between parties or 
leaders, but between systems or ideologtas. 
The pr^tiTit tystam uf parliarmentaiy 
dennocricy has been given s long-anough 
trial. iJoycQttJTig the fMacrons and snunnin;:) 
the present brsed of polltinians is t^ie real 
way to iY.QVu ona's dfsappiovs] of the 
SKJst^ne system- Haue not Assam and soma 
villages in Tamil nsdu given us the lead? 
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KOVOOR'S 



MEMORIAL 
AT MEDAK 



MEETING 



The Medak District Rationalist Associa- 
tion organised ihe A. T. Kovoor 
Meirorial Meeting At Medak at £-0OPhM. 
on 28-10-1979. The Medak District 
Collector J, Bapu Reddy, r. A. S. , presided 
over the meeting which was attended by 
over two thousand people. The memorial 
meeting was all the more significant since 
it was held just a week aricr the centenary 
celbraiicns of Church of South India (CSI), 
Medik^ where a massii^e chiirch-a monij- 
ment to human stupidity stands with a 
hundred years of history. 

The leading Nationalists in Andhra 
Pradesh who attended the meeting delivered 
luminous kcturcg on (I) Tho Bible —A 
dangerous moral guide (by Mr. K. Padrna 
Raoj Vice-President, A* F. Rationalist 
Association), (2) Social Rationalism (by 

Dr. G. Mitra, a Shunglai-truinDd acupunc- 
turist) and (3) An approach to Raticnalist 
Atheism : (by Mr. R. Sendamarai of Tamil 
Nadu). The audience were movel by the 
rationalist songa rendered by Mr. Babu 
Rao The meeting came to an end at 
10-3D P.M. with exposure of spiritual 
frauds cf Sai-Baba through magic show by 



Mr, K, P. Swaminathan, a Rationalist 
Magician. Earlier Mr. N. Chalamaiah^ 
President, Medak Dist. Rationali&t Assocta- 
tion while welcoming the ga:hcring intro- 
duced the speakers to the audience. 

Earlier at 11-30 A.M. The Medak 
TaTuk Rationalist Association was inaugu- 
rated by Dr. G. Mit:a. In his inaugural 
addres&j Dr, G. Mitra ccndemned the loot 
going on ill the nairc of God and rcligioni 
and advised the members to surge forward 
with well-organised riitionalist associations 
all over the Sta'.e. Messrs. B. Krishna 
and R. Gopal, President and Secretary 
respcctfvcly of Taluk Association were tn 
the chairs, Mr, Chalamaiah briefed the 
members about the growing activities of 
Medak District Rationalist Asaociation- 

Al 2-0O F. M. the Study Classes were 
condnctwl on (1) WnatiftRationalism and 
(2) Social Rationalism by Dr. G. Mi'.ra. 

Dr. K. N, Rao, Dr, V, Subba Rao 
Me^^rs R Kistanna, R. Copal, Reghu, 
and Bobu Rao and other loca,l rationalist 
friends contributed in a large measure to the 
success of the function, 

— N. Chilamaiah, Kowdipalli, 

t * * 

NEW OFFICE BEARERS FOR 
W. & DISTRICT ^JNIT 

The General Body Meeting of the West 
Oodavari Branch of A. P. R. A. which is 
affiliated to IRA was hild on 7-10-79 at 
Eluru. 

After the review of activities of the 
District unit from its inception, a few 
amendments were made to the bye-laws of 
l-lie Abbucjatifii. It was also resolved to 
start the Taluk and Village units on an 

exten sive scale . The fo ilowing office 
bearers were elected for :hc ensning term : 
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President : 
Mr. M. Venkata Ramana Reddy 

Vicc-Prciident : 
Mr. X. SatyavarJhana Kao 

Gen. Secretary: 
Mr* Ous>asj 

Organ]!iin£ Secy : 
Mr. Raogauatha Suri 

Treasurer t 
Mr. A. latshminarayana 

Jt. Treasurer r 
Mr. T. Veerar^ghavajah 

Committee Members : 

M, SfctharamaswiiTTii^ 
D, Ravi Kuir.ar, 
G* Venkateswari Rao, 
Y. Kanalca Rao^^ 

F^ Appak Rciju, md M. Saiciba^i^aRaa. 

« * * 

Dr, KOVOOR DRAMATIC FORCE 
A dramatic troupe under tlic name and 
style of ^Dr. Kovour Dramalk; F^Jrt;t' was 
inaugurated on 21-10-79 at Eluru. The 
function was presided over by Mr. L. Srirarn 
Prasad, Messer&, Korada Narasimha Raa, 
A. Chandrasekiiar P. H. V. Soin&yajuLu, 

V. Rf^m:l Run, \f . VpnlfitaRamana RsHd/, 

P. Rama Jogcswara Rao were the chief 
gu^ts ai th« function. 

The dramatic troupe, whose aim is to 
stage progressive plays, has announced that 
ttieiT Titat play 'Asura gaaim' will be 
staged aliortly, 

NEW MESSIAH OF VATICAN 

Pope John Paul II declared that 
Islatn and Christianity must promote 
solidarity— "This is a necessicy of our age 
aad *a order of Gad". 



The pontiff made the statement on the 
second day of of his th reed ay visit to 
Turkey in an address to Jhc small Catholic 
comDiunity g^ithered at St. Paul's Thnrch 
In the Italian Embassy complex here. 

—The Hindu 

Comment : Will tlie Pop^ first make a 
Tilgrimage* to Northern Ireland and 
establish unity between Catholics and 
Protests nt& before tryjn g to promote 
Christia n— Muslim ■ Brotherhood? 

The following news item will prove (Jio 
point! 

CHRISTIAN GROUP OPPOSES 
CATHOLIC BISHOPS* CALL 

A firoup of Christian Church heads have 
warned that the Church would be greatly 
endangered il political alignments were 
aoitght to be otdcTod on the ba,gi3 of belief 
in God, 



a sta tertian 1 ifi<Liiai after ft m<^ling 
im Tiiuvatla on Wednesday, they 



In 

held 

spoke out against the recent call by the 
Catholic Bishops not to support in the 
coming elections forces opposed to leUgion 
and belief in God. 

They also condemned the reported move 
for forming a Christian pany whi^^^ tbey 
said, had been inspired by the Ca-tholie 
Bishops* Call. Inhumanity, not atheism, 
was the central issus in today ^s pohtlcal 
crisis and belief in God was demonstrated 
by onc^s approach lo social change, they 
said. 

The signatories to the statement iaclud^ 
Most Rev. Geevirghese Mar Osthathiose, 
Metropolitan of the Syrian Orthodox 
Church, Rt, Rev. Paulose Mar Paulose* 
Bi^op of th« Cal^eaa Syrian Church, and 



Ml 



FRP.FTHOnriHT 



Most Rev. 
Mctropo'jtan 
Church . 



Mathew Mar Baniaba&^ 
of the S3'riaa Orthodox 



Tbe Church leaders said that democracy 
and iccularism must be the paranriount 
factors ht il:c corning dections. The need 
of the hour was tf> oppose authoritarian 
and commual forces. 

In the dispute on (he Gift Deeds Bill, on 
which side wer? the Bishops who issued 
the recent tall to the ^lihful, ihey asked. 
The Eishops'cal] ^vculd^ be&jde^ encourag- 
ing authoritarian and conamunal forces 
drive poor Chihtians av^y from faith and 
ill effVui encourage atheism, they said, 

— J he Hindu 

JAIN MONKS TRAP MTMDR GIRL 
Two girls of the Jain Swetambara 
community, Devayani, aged 22, a graduate 
ufihc Gujarat University, daughter of a 
sii^ar dealer in Ahmedabad, and Prabha, 
aged 13, whost; father hailing from 
R£jaslhan ha$ becQ residing in Madras for 
the \iii^i five decades, were initiated into 
Ihft imonastfc nrHer 5t tic Dadawadi Jain 
tempk in GT on November 25 under the 
guidance of Acharya Vjkrat^ia Sureshwarji. 

iTie Ditsha ceremony mating them nuns 
is a iraditional custom among Jains. Those 
ordained wear white garmenta^ lead an 
austere life and walk bare-fool from one 
place to another, whatever may be the 
distani;e, 

— The Hindu 

Comment : This is yet aiLother instance 
of the sordid practice of coercion 
of a minor girl. Minors are protected 
under indiaa l:aw of Contract or fort but 
our society allows "undue influence" 



on a minor girl, too young lo fulhom the 

drudgery of a nun's life. Or did wealthy 
jain businessmen colliding with the 
■ Acharya's and ' Muni's buy these innocent 

girls? 

SUPERSTinON IN BANGLE TRADE 
"Canards" exploiiirig haman susceptibi- 
lity lo Euperslition are being spread by 
'^vested interests" lo ruin :he plastic bangle 
indtjslry, according to the President of the 
Plastic Bangle Manufacturers' Association 
Mr. Bofiilal Gandhi. 

Th* ^^ingidioug campaign, "by non-plostic 
bangle groups wou^d have people believe 
that the husbands jf women wearing 
plastic bangles and the brothers of spinsters 
would d'K, Mr. Gandht told a press 
conference. 

—The Hindu 
* • ' * 

ENFORCED MEDITATION 
Aftgr the small raincoat factory in 
Rennes, Francs, was ptrchascc by the 
Swiss Holding Maharishi firm, which is 
controlled by the religious Transcendental 
Meditation sect, at least 60 pfir cant of the 
em ploy ew were ordwed Ic join the sect. 

— New Titnes, 

• V « 

PUBLIC MEETING AT NCLLORE 
A public mcetini; was organized on 
2S- 10-79 at the Town Hal! in Nellore under 
the auspices of Neltore District Rationalist 
Associaiion^a unit of Andbra Pradesh 
Pradesh Rationalist Association. 

The mcciing which waa presided over by 
Dr. E. Riiajiopjia RedJi^ President of the 
District Ratioiali^t Associ^ition was 
addressed by Mr, \, Suryajurayana. , 
General Secretary of I.R..\. oa *RrJo:i- 
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alism vs. Superstitio:i " and Ms. 
S. V. Vasundhra, Treasurer or I.R.A. on 
' Ralionalism and Wumcn". Earlier Mr. 
p. QhciMAdanti, Iocs.] 3ea"ctary wclcorncd 
theCh:er Guftsts fine) the audience. The 
meeting ci)nc]uded after all ihc questions 
sent by the memfeers of the audience Vtcre 
answered to their satisfaction by Mr" 
A. Suryanarayana. The meeting was atten- 
ded by about iOOO people of tlie town and 
nei^hbourijig villogCA. 



RXTIONALrST WEDDING 



PRAKASAM niSTRrCT ASSOCIATION 
FORMED 

The Frakasam District R^atiQualist 
Assocfation-a unit of Andhra Pradesh 
Rationalist Association was formed on 
39*7-79, Mr. Ravipudi Venkatadri, 
President, A. P. R. A. explained the line^ 
on which a Rationalist Association should 
runctjon, Mr. N. V. Bra hmam addressed 
[he i;atLcriiis on 'Tndlviduals' Rale in the 
Society* 



The following olTice bearers were elec- 



ted 



President : Mr. G. Raghavaiah 

Secretary S^ 

Treasurer : Mr Grtpala R^j^di 

The conferencei was followed by a Public 
Meeting presided over by Mr. Yella Reddi, 
Mr. Ravijjdi Venkatadri; and Mr, 
K Padma Rao, Vioc-Presidcnt ofAPRA 
spoke on "SuptirnfLiNil Powers" and 
, Bible" jfespj^ Uvcly. 



On 7-10-79, Ms, Anu Geetha, daughter 
of Dr. Tripurancni Venkateswara Rao, a 
leading rationalist of A. P. married Dr, 
V. Jaganmohana Rao, MB.B.S,, in the 
typical Rationalist style. Ihe niarriage 
function which took place 'at KaviraJA 
Kala Bhavan in Gydivada was attended by 
a large gathering. THk TiiefiTing v-hich 
was addressed by three persons representing 
three different religions, waa followed by « 
Cosn:iop<^itan Dinner. 

FREETHOUGHT conveys its congratu- 
lations to the new couple. 



DHAME OP A PARMDID? 

Rdi^akrishna P;iFBmahainsa nflrni hftrf 
dreams of pefsacution, symbolic of a 
paranoid H« also h»cl masochistic itrdaks 
in htm, Laarfifng tantric practices fron a 
womin BicttjCn htiptfhit hourti in a«ir- 
(erture failino, sl04pie»nB«t frM^isd 
disncJna <nd sirtgingi and a mechanical 
chanting of manlrit da/ and night. Ka 
also had droams typical of a pittnoM. Hii 
bioaraphsr Fi. R. Diwakar d^bcribes l>iin a* 
saying 'Aft L sat down to nnaditate, I 
would fird a Sanyasin emerging from my 
body with a ultient in hand and directing 
me to concantrtte my fnind on God' 
kavina aside qll othdr Ihgughty He 
thrafllariROt to pJun^o his iVJjpon into it*/ 
bady if I (fid not do so .... Horrified 
(whan fulJy avi/alce), I would often burat 
into I4ar£ and pny.' 
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RAIN AND CRICKET 

Tlie following is the text of the letter 
Addressed to the OfTicc Bcarcrsn Karnatakx 
Cricket Associa'ion, Biingalorc by a Life 
Member, of IRA, Dr. S. J. Afchyaniar 
Satura. 

I was really dismayed to learn from the 
newspapers thai you people, apparently 
sensible and educated, respited to pcrfonn- 
ir^ pooja of Tlrupati Venkaleshwara on 
the play-ground, with the hops that it will 
not rain there on the days of ihe ericket 
tcst^ I profoundly hope tliat ihis is 
not true. If it is, then I would like to know 
if you really bdieve that it is the will of 
Lord Vinfcateshwara that makes the 
itan come and ^^7 And Hisuming 
that It is, do you ser:ously believE 
that perform tig a pooja wil] make the Lord 
change his mind? What if seme one els» 
performs a similar poojb with Che opposite 
intention in mind? 

Did any ocie of ydu gentlemen ever hear 
of ^Geography' being taught in schools and 
^alleges these days'! It is a science v'hich 
ep^plaiQ^ huw rain and Ktorms and tides 
take place. It makes no mention of lord 
Venkatcswara anywhere, so you have a 
great chance of improvi:igupoo the science 
uf ^cogiaphy by (idvuuiitin^ jour own 
theory of prayers andpoojas. Of doyoti 
also belong to that class of adament 
dcvoteeSj who inspjte of advanced training 
in icicaufie discjpLiiic}, keep ou sayijj^ 



that 'science is science and venkateshis 
ventatciih" and nonchallartly keep on 
sticking to unscientific, irrational ^nd at 
umcs ju&t plain foalish superstitions 
Ihrtughout their lives? 1 bet you must 
have been among tliuse \%ht^ kept on 
c;haiiting the Gayatrj Mantra at the time 
the skylab came down. Or does Lord 
Venkateshwara in your opinion hold 
monopoly rights of preventing alt 
calamities, be it the skylab or r^in at 
cricket? 

Most of th« people in oi:r country are 
ridden with ignoraacc and superstition. Do 
you have any idea what a. tremendous 
disservice ycm arft Acting to the nation by 
mdirectly encouiaging these illiterate 
masses to f o [low such u lleily foolish 
methods of controlling natural phenomena 
like rain? Did you also ask lord 
V^nkateshwars to &e« to it th^t the Indian 
Team wius the match? How many 
thousands did youoff«r? The Australians 
must ha ve taken you for a bu nch 
of nincompoops and certainly your 
voo-doo will be advertised thronghout the 
wortd, but don't you think you owe an 
apology to the rationalists of this country? 
For the sake cf our nation, s^op indulgiag 
in such senseless practices, netting a 
bad example to other sports bodies; or ihe 
right thinking people of Bangalore will 
have to bring a marcha against you to 
itop you from jpcnding public money over 
such private tgmfoolcry^ 

Not expecting a Jreply, 

Yours sincerely J 
(Sd/— Dr. S. J* Abhyankar) 
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rWDFAN SCIENCE EXFnBTT 
SITS JN LIMBO 

Eiforts are under wajr to Icxratt and 
reassemble a scientific exhibit from Tndfa- 
dismantlcd by governmer.t agents before 
the public ever saw it-as a central feature 
cf the United NEitjona Conference on 
Science and Technology for Development 
ta be held in Vienna next Augusts 

The exhibit, which had been siting in a 
locked gallery in New Delhi for 14 months, 
was auTTCptitiousIy carted ofT one night 
Ia$t summer at the behest of its orginal 
sponsor, the National Council of Educa- 
tional Research and Training (NCERT), a 
quasi Government bod). It was apparently 
the victim of the shifFing political situation 
resulting from the election of prime 
minister Moraiji Desaf, who defeated 
!ndira Gandhi in March 1?77. Conser- 
vative politicians evidently tooV nFfpnse at 
the tone of the exhibit, which challenged 
beliefs in astrology, ' godmen ' traditional 
faomeopathic medicine. 

The onlj information about the e:<hibit 
available to Science is a sheaf of material 
to an American friend by Dr. P. M. Bhar- 
ghava, who planned and oversaw con- 
struction of the exhibit. Bhargava is an 
intemati finally known scientist who heads 
the Centre for cellulose and Molecula- 
Biology at the regional research lahoratorj 
in Hydejabnti. 

The exhibit, designed to present 'the, 
method o:' science to tKc general pubhc, 
originated as a result of a suggestion by 
the then-director of IMCHRT; ft was t mulli- 
nieriia show featuring the eiforts of scien- 
tists, engineers, artists, film-makers, atsd 
musicians. The exhibit cost about 300,000 
fUjiecs to put together but its market value 



outside india'^was estimated at'! 1 million. 
Constructed in Hyderabad, it was moved 
to New Delh in early 1977. where it was 
setup in a gallery oT the Bal Bha/an 
Society, ar organization devoted to studies 
and wfilfare ofchldrtn. It was supposed 
to be opened by Prime Ministtr Gandhi 
but this did not •ccur when she lost the 
elcttionr 

L ca dersh i p of NCERT su bsequentl / chan- 
ged and that agency tvitbdreiv ita aupport. 
So the exhibit sat in the closed ?allery 
while 3hargavft went around looking for 
ijc» backers and a new home for it. Then 
on an Augiist'night lOOmen with trucks 
appeared and carried everything away in a 
matter of 6 hours - very likely causing 
cAicnsivc damage, sincetopack theeihibits 
properly wniild have required teveral 
weeks. 

The new head of NCERT, S, K. Mitra, 
explained to the press, which gav^ con- 
siderable cnvciagc to the episode, tZiat the 
exhibit had been takE^m down because there 
were scienl;fic controversies about its con- 
tent. Mitia vas reported as saying^ a 
group of scientists ' objctkd to certain 
displays, including a surrealistic picture of 
3 reclining nude dreaming - designed to 
portray the nature of tachycns, particles 
Ihat travel fnstcr than light. TIk ' scicn- 
1itts\ however, were not named; a^vetal 
prominent ones, however, have reportedly 
spoken highly of the exhitit. 

Seveial displays reportedly offended 
polidcal sensibilities. One panel In the 
exhibit ^as constructed is an attackon 
materializing objects frorr. the air and the 
vicwcip was invtcd to jud-jc wheiher that 
squared wjrh the firit law of ihermo 
dynamics. The display also emphasized 
that ' science has no high priests '. 
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Another part cfthe show cart aspersions 
on astrology by displaying sarmples of 
varying predictions for the same week 
contained in different magzincs, and a&kin^ 
how thcsti predictions withstood scientific 
scrutiny » Eiie where, the exhibit questioned 
whether the * method of science^ sva? 
apphed in the preparation and use of cer- 
tain salt pills in homeopathic medicine. 

Another offensive section related to the 
history of science, featured Marx and Lenin 
as pioneers in applying scientific principles 
to social theories and economic p^anring 

The exhilit ended with a quote from the 
oul-of-favijui Misk Gandlii to the effect 
that ' we want scfentifTc thmktng to destroy 
superstition which has darkened our lives. 

Bhargava believes that NCERT mov«d 
ir to snatch the exhibit when officials heaid 
of proposals lo put it on dispky in Vienna. 
An Indian scientis: in this country told 
'Science' that the move was veiy likely initi- 
ated by ' henchnnen ' eager to please Prime 
Minister Dc!>ai — ' Yuu kiiow ihal oui pjiuic 
minister drinks nrin*^/ h*". sairf, a practice 
that falU in line with belie* inhonieopathjc 
and naturopathic remedies. Dr. Bhargava 
h said to have met Desdi to plead for 
feTense of the exhlhit but so far no action 
has beer taken. 

The Indian Rationalist Association an 
organization devoted to promoting 'scicntiflc 
temper' in the uuujiLry, his gotlcn up in 
arms over the hsnriljngg of the eihibdt. 
One member wrote a lettsr to the Times 
of India complaining that the country was 
* sinking deeper and deeper into supersti- 
tjnn, fatalism and religions hypncrisy* He 
related that or:c scientist had been fore&d 
to resign as vice-chancellor of Ban^iaJore 
University after he asked a promifient 



' godmati * td subject miraculous perfor- 
mances to a scientific probe. Last Decem- 
ber the Rationalists Association filed a 
writ claiming tJiat NCERT* dismantling of 
the exhibit wae a violation of the Consti- 
tution. This is s^d to be the first le^al 
case of its kind in the country. 

The exhibit would have been the first of 
its kind designed to acquaint Indians with 
acientifio thinking. The overall objective, 
according to Dr. Bl^rgava, 'was to show 
how useful and important jt is to mtke 
the method of science an integral part of 
one^s thioking and living, and how one can 
use this method profitably to solve one*s 
day to-day problems.' To a Westerner it 
sounds harmless enough, but the 
designers of the exhibit appatrctitly 
underestirnated the dcjiree to which 
advocacy of doubt and questioning could 
be constructed as a thrust to government 
authority. 

In, ladjan prc&& 4ttount& of the aTuir, a 
professor is quoted ^s explaining the 
government's objections i 'We have no 
tradition of geriuine doubt in our philosophy. 
One can either accept, reject, or remain 
passive^ but one may not doubt or enquire. 
Doijbt even in the West, dates clearly from 
Roger Bacon's time.' 

Ward Morehouse, president of the 
Council on International ind Public AlTiirs 
in New York, was vastly impressed with 
the exhibit and thought it would be a great 
way Off showing that "science has very 
much come of age in at least some Third 
World countries in the past JO years.. .This 
message, to be fulfy convincins, must come 
from the Third world itself.* But whether it 

will come from the ^wtirtd*!* 1^rge;^l 

democracy" is very much in question. ^-^M 
Courtesy 
'Science* (U.S.A.) Apri!, 1379 
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A Historical Study of 
Islam-IV 



—% A MLn^i^aU 



Status of Women in Islam 

Ee^entiall/ Arabian society heine tribal, 
women eryoycd comparatively better 
status, :han in feudal Eystfim wherein 
women arc totally subjugated. Quran 
stateii "Wtrnien shall with ju&tice have 
rights similar to thos; excercisetl against 
tlicm^ allJiough men have » ^tat^s above 
women". Thie reflects tlie actual status 
women enjoyed in Arabian society d urine 
Mohammed's time. Women enjoyed 
property rights, Mohanmcd's first wife 
Khadfja^ before h=r marriage with hiiQ, 
was carrying oa her business independently 
before Mtihaimiied joined her in that 
venture. Historians say thai Mohammed 
reLzommended deserving cases of orphans, 
widows etc. for help to his kvife Khadija, 
This indicates that the husband could Tiot 
jpcnd what belonged to his wife without 
her consent. 

Tiiough polygamy was wid&ly prevalent, 
therc was no ruling class and therefore, no 



large harems where women arc tri^atod as 
mere chatteU. Sub£equeiit]y» when 
Muslims became masters of vast empire 
thifi evQ was seen there in much larger 
scale. 

Mohammed came across a number of 
prnhlema cnncernine wnmen^ while he was 
in Medina, such as their behaviour* 
ma rri age, a Qd d ivorce, th c quantum of share 
of their inheritance, their status vis-a-vis 
men etc, Thsre were some conventions, 
but no set rules. Islamic laws which were 
later codified into Sarith retained thea* 
. loea! onriventjons and theref^ire, it is 
justified to consider al! those laws 
immutable. Whereas^ certain testrictions 
were put on women, latitudes were allowed 
to men in sexual matter. He could marry 
upto four wives if he could afford and also 
have sex with his slave girls, without any 
reslriction to theiT number. 

Quran prescribes tha'. a woman, in the 
event of her husband's death or if she is 
divorced, has lo wait for three 'o four 
montfaj before rc-marrying. Sc?iual 
intimacy out of we(lIo<ik was made 
punishable both for men as well as women. 
The Quran also lays down that "The 
adulteier may marry on]y an adulteress or 
an jdolateress and vice versa". Later on 
the punishiment for adultry was changed 
into stuning i<t death, 

A male shall inherit twice as much as 
female. If there be more Than two 
daughters, they shall have twfo-thirds of the 
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inheritance, but if there be ojily oiie, slie 
shal] inherit the half. 

Qjran clearfy dfcfntes ihat no one 
should covet the superiority Allah has 
given snmc above others. Tt fsrrther says 
"Men have aulhorlLy over women bKau^e 
AllaJi has made the one superior to the 

ether, " In these verses the woman 

emerges iti unfavourable iTght. When 
IsJam spread to Persia and otter areas 
with highly feudalised civjtj/alions, these 
l^w& w«re interpreted in Iteepmg with the 
social attitudes of psople there. 

Mariiage in Islam h contractual due lo 
tribe practice prevalent earlier ir Arabia* 
unlike sacramental as in Christianity and 
Hinduism necessitating consent cf women 
as a party to the contract. However, 
during the spread of Tslam to nther 
eounmes these laws were given conservative 
shape, restriciing rights of womcti, 

Transformation To Civilizaelon 

Islam fulfilled all functions for trans 
formation of a primitive culture into an 
advanced culture. Et became a cohfts!\^ 
force generating social solidarity, inculcat- 
ed deference to authority and rights of 
others and it created new loyalty. The 
most important achievement of iWohammel 
was die t;stal3listui][;ut of rule of law for 
Arabia, wherein KiS genius remarliably 
worki^. He gave to that society bofh 
dvil as well as penal code, based on social 
customs and trbal prnictjces. Tlie penal 
CWle was largely based on tribal practices 



and therefore, revenge-oriented. Quran 
prcgcribcs it ttius: "Wc deLiccd fur Ihcin a 
life, an eye for an eye, a nose for no&e, an 
ear for an ear, a tooth for a tooth, and a 
wound for a wound. But if a man chari- 
tably forbears from rcialiation hij remission 
shall intone for him.*^ No where in Quran 
any crime Is shown punishable with 
imprisonment, except fuj prisoners of wai*. 
It is probably because tn the young and 
dewloping state of Islam, the concept or 
institution of jail had not been born. Thus 
originated in Mecca, Islam took final shape 
in Medina. 

Developmantfi fotlawlrg 
Mohammed*! Death 

II was almost inipoiisiblc to fill the great 
vacuum created by Mohammed's death. 
He was not only a head of ihe State, but 
also a prophet, a law-giver and a spiritual 
guide. It was difTKull to find a person who 
can replace him in all these respect.-;. He 
had never claimed immortality, jot his 
sudden death came as a rutic shock to hJs 
companions* They were oonfrontcd with 
the problem of finding his successor and 
with the procedure to be acopted for it. 
The Arabs had not yet developed the 
apptjlude for a dynastic lale, as they were 
still living uncer the shadow of nomadic 
[lurjiis diid tradition and continued to be 
tribal. Hence, soon after Monammcd'a 
death the chief?, nf all clans and important 
companions of Mohammed gathered at a 
place called Saqif bani Saida to choose the 
successor of Mohajr.med. The clan of 
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Banu Hashim wanted Ali, the son-in-law 
of the Prophet, who lefi no son, to be the 
successor, tlie Quresihite emigrants wanted 
Abu Uakr rtnd ihc Ansar (MedinciiC trihts 
of hclpcfa) suppL>Hcd S'ad bia Abada^ who 
was their leader. The debate for choosing 
the successor became acrimonious as 
clatms and counlf;r c:bfm& was staked and 
finally Abu Biitr was declared elected as 
the Caljph. Hjwevcr, the Shia& bdieve 
that the ;)rophet has appointed hii son-in- 
law Al! as his spiritual as wcU as temporal 
£ucc€ESon Ho'wever, it 15 difficiiU to prove 
it as the tradition of the prophet quoted for 
it can be differently interpreted. Any hov, 
this L:realed unbridgeable chiism dividing 
Nfuslims into two sections Shias and Sunnis. 

Though, the Bedouins and nomadic 
Arabs had enmasse became Muslim, they 
had not imbibed fundamentals cf fslums 
and iheir generations oEd attitude towards 
ftaclety had not reconciled. H^nte, 
according to the historians^ there was 
wide-spread revolt of those Arabs that 
almost scared those In Medina and shook 
the new state. Abu Bakr took llrm steps 
to put dovfti the revolt and tie finally 
succcdcd in it. 

Expamion of lilarnic Power 

Islam was a product of ccinrnercial 
society and therefore, it fully approved of 
commerce and profit, not only that it 
encouraged it. Ths character of the state 
was partly theological and partly domina- 
ted by commercial bourgcoigc in the time 
of the first four Caliphs. 



Within the Arabian pejiinsula there was 
dealh of fertile land ard ir.creasing pressure 
on kind could not nv..intjjin economic 
biiE;jiicc. Hence, outwaid cjipaiaion was 
the only alternative. 

WithEn couple of ytars tht Arabs took 
possession of Iran aa^d penetnited into 
Persia on cne tiand, and tecame masters of 
Syr^a, Palestii^e and Egvpt on the other. 
These victorifii were the finil stage in the 
age long process of gradual inHltration 
from the barren desert to the adjacent 
fertile Crescent, the last Semitic migration. 

To an eAtent, I^laiu wfla a social leveller 
in tho^^ time*;, in as tnuch as the:^c were no 
feudal system in its domain and resultant 
gross inequalities. Moreover, tlieoreti* 
cally, it did not recognise discrimination of 
race and colour and accorded equal treat- 
meni to all believers. Hence, tlic ircmcn- 
dons appeal for tlit underdogs and exploi- 
ted people in Per.5ifi and nf regions horde- 
rinjs Arabia dominated by Roman empire, 

Nomadii:: Arabs, who were in the fore- 
front of £^onquest& of mighty empires, had 
earlier no vested interest like power, wealth, 
prnpsrty etc. to Hevide them and therefore 
they proved more ellecii^e in coafronting 
thdf Civilised couaterparLs who were used 
to hfc of luiurj aad divided amoDgst 
themselves due to diverse interests. But 
once the desert tribe achieved power and 
wealth, it]o5titsca[li3i ftivujrand courage 
and vvA& lured into lu.xurious fife, its group 
feeling and toughuess gf desert life was on 
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the *^anc. Their children grew-up too 
proud and tbey ftll for easy life." 

Shorn of political importance, as centres 
of power shifted to conquered territories, 
Mecca and Medina retained orly religious 
si^fcancc throughout Llit: Islamite hjstoiy, 

Decline of Ulamic Empire 

After the conquests of various provlncci 
this heterogeneity increased and threv' up 
nvmb&r of baf^ing pfobliMns, Different 
people belonging lo diSerent r€gi[>nEi and 

different classes did not ernbrace hlam 
for homogeneous reasons. They had 
different motives. 

Islam, in theory at least, had not shown 
any preference for any tribe. However, 
ia practit:e, city-based tribe of Quresh 
monopolised power, leaving the Bedouins 
high and dry. [n the conquering armies 
luo, IhcT were mcFC i^ldicrs under the 
command of Qiir«shites or Ansar^ from 
Medina. Moreover, the bloody power 
iimgi;le between two sections of the same 
iiristocratic irjbe did not make much sense 
to them* They, therefore^ revolted after 
th0 battle of Siliin, which took plac? 
butwicn the armies of the fourlL Calipli 
All {md Mu^wiya^ the governor of Syria. 
They were caHhI Kharjjities (secedent) as 
they seceded from Ali^s army. 

The otief important heterodojt movennent 
in Islam, was the Sbia mcvement. Shias 
are partisans of Ah and corsider him to be 
thft legitttoate successor of Mohammed and 



denotince the preceedjng three Catiphs as 
usurpers* Kufa vras their strong^iold aiiid 
their ma.in follfiwing was imong ncin-Arab 
clients and persons of lew origin, though 
the leadership was in the hands of 
Hash i mite Arabs, 

The nomadk Arabs ^^ho became main- 
stay of the Kharijite movcmcntj rescnled 
any govemment authority. Wherets^ the 
central doctrine i>f Shiai was heriditary 
dynasiic ruie^ to which they were accusto- 
med for ages ir Persia. 

Thus int^rnecfne wars followed bringing 
disintegration of the great Mushm empire. 

Tbc equality prcavbcd by Ijlaru could be 

practiced cnly foi u. ver/ limited period, 

when it& followers were locked in fiie and 

death struggle with the people of Mecca on 

the one hand urid vhh the Jews of Medma 

on the other. Materjul means were scarce 

and hard to come by. Whatever was 

i^vailablG had to tie tlistributed equitably. 

But as i^'eatth 'vent on accumulating out of 

the conque&ts of foreign territories, those 

concepts "A'cnt on being diluUd and the 

efforts of A]i, ihe fcunli Caliph to 

resurrett the principhs of Islam failed in 

the changed atmosphere. 

( Conduded} 

"By and lafgs thg Turkfsh Miis'lm 
conquoron o1 India acttd against the 
ravclutionary, IJborsi, ccc^mmodating spirit 
of latant. Ab such, th*v Proved le bp fana- 
tical and crual towards the conquered. But 
for th« bifbarlties and the un-lslamlc 
befiavlour of thA Muslim ^^onarchs who 
ruled for over six cantyri^s, tbs entire Indian 
BUbconlinent might have embraced lilem 
as [lid mdry c^unLritis [n tli4 Middle Ee$t, 
North Africa and Mortb-WGSt Indian. 

—P. N, BAZA2. 
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fditfi-Hedlers in West 
tedny 



** Stupidity is not the monnpnly of any 
particularnatioTi" : I h^vc heard thas said 
by Dr, H. Narasimaiali oji several occa- 
sions in answer to proponcjits uf asLru^ogj, 
psrapsychoIOKv etc. who defend iheir 
belldx by referring to the prevalence cf 
these behsfs in scientific! I iy developed and 
technologically advonced countries. A 
report appearinj^ ii the popular Wesh 
German illustrated magazine STHRN 
{Ko. 41, 4ih — 10[h Uctcber 1579) on 
Fflith-hoalors in West Germany taa be 
alarming to rationalists tn developing 
coLintfits, with all thsir poverty and illite- 
raty. Accortlinii to a pablic opinion 
survey crndueted by the AlJcnsbach Insti- 
iLitc ofPublic Opinion (the West German 
equivalent of the American Gallup PollJ 
every Fourth Weit German believes in 
astrology and every t^nth West Gcniiaii is 
influenced by sonfie form cf siper^tition, 
especially soothsaying. (Population of 
Wtst Gennany : 60 million versus 700 
mjllion in India). 

The Allcasbacli Institute of ^^lblic Opi- 
nion put another question to its inter- 
viewees : ^' People bdieved in witches in 
past centuries. Do you think tliere could 
be something in it, that is, do you think 
there are perhaps witches '} " The fesult 
of the survey : two out of hundred aCult 



West Germans are convinced that there are 
witches." y% ihtnk that there may be 
somethng in it, i.e. 5 million West Ger- 
mans are inclined to believe fn witchcraft. 
In the generation above the a^e of 60 years, 
ihe percentage of believers in witchcraft 
goes uptc 17%. The belief is niorc wide- 
spread in South Germany than in North 
Germany. The West German Medical 
[Dfcrmiitjon Service estimates that there are 
abojt 10,000 professional exorcists. 

All this is alarming to us rationalists in 
India, when we consider that Germany is n 
country where there is no illiteracy, a 
coutttry which has loiig been a leader in 
scholar^ip and science, fiefore World 
War If, ^11 It of 45 Nobel Prizes awarded for 
physics an4 16 out of 40 for chcmistrv wesi 
to the Germans. From 1946 to date 
Germans have won J 3 Nobel Prizes, West 
Germany has the fourth highest Gross 
National Product (after ths US., US.S.R. 
and Japan). Almost every family has a car 
and tcleviaion set. 

In the iajid which produced epoch- 
making thiukcri like SigmLnd hrcnd, Karl 
Man. Albert (iinstdn, Werner Heisscn- 
berg, Mijx Planck... there are, according to 
the article in STERN referred to above, 
hundred J (perhaps thousands) of faith- 
fiealers, exorcists etc. The articb details 
the bizarre techniques of some of these 
faith-healers. 

Seventy-sit -year old Johann Sandholscr 
in the village 01 lanr led in Lowei Allgau 
bores twj holes in an o:ik tree oulsidc the 
v.llate. Tntn these hi^les he drops the 
fingernails of a baby suflfiiring frorii 
Rachitis (a ^neiabolic disease affecting the 
bones caused by Vitamin D tleJicieicy du; 
to lack of sunhght). This is supposed ta 
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cure the baby of Rachitis. The same 
Sandholser also treats ihirCctn-ycar old 
Moiiik£ suirering fron: epilep^ii; fits Etfttr a 
fall from a wirdow-sfll. Al the he^innng 
of the tTealment Sandholserh^d &penit some 
tiiTJC alone with the girl inside a closed 
room and had prayed witlihei. When they 
came out, Monikft wa? made to eat Tialf ft^ 
a slice of bread. The old man crushed the 
other lialf and threw the crunbs over his 
shoulder jntQ a pQnd for the fi&h to €at« 
Thereafter the old man and the girl prayed 
again in a maize field. He then made the 
sign of the cross over the girl and tcld her 
parentis she need ciottakc the tablets pres- 
cribed by the doctor. The dts would not 
cone back, he reassured them. If they did, 
he would visit her agaiun 

Johann Sandholser began to practise this 
art of " syriipatliy healing" ill 1925. He 
had himself been to a fiith-heakr named 
Xaver Rupfer in Rottach near Rempten in 
Allgau, t(] seek a cure for a sprained foot. 
From Ftupfcr he got a brochure on " sym- 
pathy healing." The brochure gives among 
other tlii!5gs the following cure: ■*For 
fevers oF all kindSj write on a piece ot 
paper r * Walnut tree, walnut tree, I am 
coining to you. Take away my fever,' 
Then go to a walnut tree before sunrise^ 
cut out a ehip from tJie tiee on jf.s cist side, 
put thi piece of pap^ in the openings close 
it with the chip. All the while repeat tliree 
times ; * Walnut tree, walimt tree, I am 
coming to you, takeaway my fever." 
Sandholser tried it when he liad fever, and 
it worked — so he tenKmbers. Then he 
began to heal others. Now he is a 
wdl-knovva "sympathy healer" and an 
exorcist. 

Sandhol^r claims his faith-healing, work^ 
with meji as well as animUs. A fafiner 



calls him when one of his pigs has fever. 
Sandholser covers the pig with a sack, says 
some mumbo-jumbo and strikes the pig 
with a cross. The firmer thanks Sandhol- 
ser with a 20 Mark notc(20DM=Rs. K0](. 
The farmer then requests Sandtiols«r to ai 
operation for Iw-easl cancar. Sandholser 
feels the swollen arm, strites it with his 
cross, prays and assures ^em he would 
take avay the pain. 

Another 76 year oU farmer Michael 
Ciich^vender of Bodelsherii undertakes to 
cure only diseases cauisd by the '^ devil." 
He holds a cross over ihe patient. If the 
cross twitches, he know^ that the devil is at 
work He aisc prays to cure the patient. 
The patient writes ficr name ou a piece of 
paper and ihe Taitl] -healer says: "Holy 
aagel MichasI, vanquish the devil, so that 
he does no harm to anyone. Oh, Holy 
Mai>, bless this pciaon and heal her." 

Ttie people who send for these healers 
are not poor or illiterate people. The 
parents of 13 ycai uld Moaika have a big 
farm with modern machines. The father 
knows quite a bit of the medical jargon 
used by the modern doctors who treated 
the girl, He has tcad the instructions on 
the raedicine packs. He knows for example 
that a certain nedicinc changes the Electro- 
encephalogram (EEG). Why then does he 
Tcsort to these faith-healers? The father 
answers: " Ycu vouki uadcfstand, if you 
have children. I would try anything ihal 
could help my Monika. The doctors, had 
overdosed the itrl and she became drowsy 
and dlizy. The fits iept coming. Then 
we heard of Sandholser He eame and 
spent a whole ni^^lit witii Monika alonen 
ThuL was six vscuks Jijo ;ind since then ^he 

has not hatj fits, Sandholser said, ws need 
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not give her any medicine, but my wife 
gives her a third of the dcsc :>rescribed by 
the doctors." 



Monika 
'J h rugs 



Asked wJiat SandhoJser did wilb 
behind the locked door, the TMht^r 
his shoulders and says : ' He has forbidden 
her to tell anybody abuut it." Monifca 
keeps iTium. 

71 year old Joser St^incr of Purgstall 
near Scheibbs in Lower Austria diagnoses 
diseases with a pendtlum. He is afso a 
water diviner or dowser Hs asls his 
patients to draw circles on a paper. Then 
he takes a pendulum and mumbles the 
namjs of dozens ofdisCiUes; He asks the 
pendulum: "Does the patient have 
migraine or cataract or glaucoma, tonsilli- 
tis, fever, tuberculosis, giddiness, kidney- 
troupte, diarrhosiaj constipation, impotefvce 
etc.'* The pendulum is "'siknt", that ie, 
it hangs motionless from his thumb and 
forefinger ovei the circles drawr bv the 
patient. Then Steiner asks: "Doe'^ the 
patient ha ve rheu mati sm T' The p endulu n 
bsgins to Ewlng, So it is rheumatism. Tlic 
diagnosis ov;r, Steiner prescribes a herbal 
deco<tion. The herbs can be had from a 
particular village <irugslore. 

Steiner claims that lie can diagnose with 
his pendulum any dise^i^e '* People come 
to me with all kinds of d^se^ses, Headache, 
stomccb trouble^ dcpccssiun, cancer^ con- 
sumption, alcoholism. The pendulum 
finds out everything. And then I prescribe 
a ^ujlablt treatment Another jmportam 
thing: Your bed should be in the right 
posiriiin. It &hou[d not bt disturbed bj 
ground radiations nr underground water, 
To a palisnt who says his bed is far a^a> 
in irandburg (1600 kilomc res a^vayj stejnei 
hands over a piece of paper and asks hirti 
to drELw a sketch of ihc house ind the 
position of the bed. When the itclch is 
rccidy, s!e:ner holds his p-nduluni over the 
p I p ,'!'. The pendu I wm dees n ot move, 
Sicinersays: "O K. Your bod cin stay 
where it is. There are no radiation's 
disturbing it/' 



52 year old Fritz Plankenbichlcr in 
Gosling on the river Ybbs, also in Lower 
Austria, wards ofT the diseases of his 
pntiems hy iioating his own (high. The 
padent wrfie.s kjs name on a piece of paper 
Piajikcribilflikr makes an anatomical 
sketch on the same paper, puts the papci 
on a table in front of him, stares at the 
paper and with his t\^U[ hsmd strikes ftis 
own right thigh-hard. This way he "takes 
away" the pain, sufferings or diseases of 
the patient sitting in frort of him. 

Occasionally these bizarre pract^ccB 
come to the notice of the ncnvs nicdia and 
the urban elite of West Germany, Not 
long age a 23 year old University girl 
student namei AnneJiese Michel died of 
exhaustion and malnutrition after pro^ 
longed maltj catmcnt by two exorcists whc^ 
were also cathohc priests. The Bishop of 
^yur/bLIrg knew aboat this case of exor- 
cism and obvi*u&ly ullowtd sulM practices 
This case hit the headlhcs in the Wait 
German press. 



m 

parapsy- 

says r " ]i 

normal person 



Many ptople in West rrermany are no 
doubt (Concerned about these practices 
Df. Herbert Schafcr, a orijuinologist 
Bremen, is committed to fifthting 
the menace of superstitions and 
Lrhologtcal phenomena. He 
appears incredible that a 
ean risk his health and life at the hands of 
these unedueatitd quacks, ftut the uncriti- 
eaUnd the credulous ju^t fail for these 
tail claims '% 

The ST ERN reporter Qjh I er Dab J writes' 
It is just a &hon dnvc fron:! tlic present to 
the middle ages. In the hifihly indu- 
siriahsed federal Repubiic of Germany 
there are stTJ? hitndreds of Taithhcfilcrs and 
thousands of gullible patients. 



My purpfjse 
f'omSlERN i 
taks we lallonEilists 



in pilfcrire thfa material 

lo show what an tiphiil 

^. , , . ^ave in India and 

other developing countries with so much 

more illiteracy, ignorance and poverty 
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CHllDHEN'S CORNEH 



The Lucky Pen 



That mornine ^^shi ransacked the house 
before Icav i n g for scJi ool . He w a s t o ha vc 
a test lit dictation that day and he hiid 
studied bur J Toi it. Bui hia pen was gone 
—his lucky pen. 

He turned everyLhiii& ijiside out ir his 
search. Mu:nmy and gTaniiy and hh 
little brother Swastik all came to his aid, 
but they could not find it. 

" Tm sure to fail,'* groiined Sa&hi, 
peering jnio -a pickle jar for aortic silly 
reason, "And irs ait your fauh, Swastifc. 
Who asted you to rake my pm and draw 
crocodiles with it ? " 

"I didn't know it was a magic pen," 
nturmurcd Swasiik suddenly. " You ougbt 
to hfivc told me." 

* Not a rriagic pen, a lutky one/* eorrec- 



And Swastik had given it to him. 

However, Saslii found thi dictation easy. 
he wrote quicldy and confidently, there 
was only one word he was not sure how to 
write: ' believe'— did the * i ' ccme first 
or the *e*7 

Sashi glanced up at Babu. who was sit- 
ting in front of him, and noticed that he 
yzs leaning over Ihe dark as if trying to 
hide iiuincthing. 

As soon as Uie teacher read the word 
■believe' he bc^avtxl vgij strangely irdccd. 
First he got ied in the face, then white, 
then ishDok something as if in anger. By 
the time the dictation was almost over he 
was in a great state of excitement. 
SuddcnV Sashi found a note on his desk 
asking " How do you jpeH * believe * ? " 

Sashi winked at Babu as much as to say 
' I can*t tell you now. the tcacher*s looking^' 
and It was thee he noticed his lucky pen in 
Babirs hanfl, 

'So thai's what you've been hiding!' 
thought sashi, *Just you wait, II! get 
even with you for that T ' 

He was an^ry and would gladly have 
snatched it out of Babu's hand, bu* he had 
to check his work before handing it In. He 



ft never makes a mistake^ 



ted Sashi. 'Anybody'd be glad to have a did this thoroughly and, not finding any 

mistakes, took it up to ttit: tcadici's dtsfc. 
When lie |v>t back to hh own he wrote in 
letters bift enough for Babu to read from 
where he was sitting; 



pen like that. 

rot in arithmctk: ot dictations. 

It really was Swatilik's fault. On t^e 
evening before^ Babu frflm SasLii's farm 
had come and almost gone down on his 
knees begging Swastik to give him Sashi's 
lucky pen. " I'll give you my pel kiticn if 
ytju do, It's my only chance, Swastik ! 
Please don't let m^ down ! *' 



" You can keep my peai. 
spell " 



Ask it how to 



Then he gave his frle-id a little poke in 
the back to make him turn around. 
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ENTERTAINMENT? 



-^ 



tmat 



.ik 



[Mr. Wimai Ghosh has been the harbi/iger cf 
reaiism tit Indian mones with his 
Chmnamul (Uprooted) deaUng viih the 
psychohgical conflict sxtCfiM by fndia's 
partition. Pathal Theriyulhu Paai, 
a Tamil movie, speaks of candid approach 
10 r K movemem irj ceHukiJ. Hisn*a 
Gccthci the KafiftaJa movie ha shot, tOQk 
us lo th& new world nf musleal cosmos. It 
iva.T an experlmce In ilself. Now his laHsi 
Svr^vaAly produced and directed by him 
(with his knse work) is yet another 
aecompiishmer\t iif ceiluhid. He ii the 
Fresidem of the TamUmdu fndta-Ch!m 
People's Friendship Assoctathn and is a 
leader of Workers' Unions in filRi 
if}dttxtry,—Ed.] 

All pcrfurming arts fiom tittle im- 
iremorial are tnown to be vehicles of 
entertainment. In older days Theru- 
Koottiii\ Toi-Kal-KudiraV ^Villu-Pattu', 
'Mayil-Attam', 'Puli-Vesham,' and many 
more forms of classical atid folk dances 
and songs were b/oadly the medium of 
c II l^rla lament iu our part of the country- 
Most of th< folk form of per forming arts 
3 



have not become extinct. They arc very 
much alive in the rural areas. They are 
still very popular in th^coLintry side^ More 
sophisticated Drama theatres and flallets 
ajid w^£Lt;i Filled instrumentul orchestras 
and GOttgs have pushed them out of the 
bi£ Cities and even the s^mall Inwns. 
Concerts of classical songs and dances are 
also popular in the cities. 

The noGi Gwteping medium of entertain- 
ment that ha:!; created % snrt nf a wirlwind 
in the field of performine art is *aNEMA*. 
This particulariuedTa of comtnunication in 
'.he name of entertainment has taken the 
whole country by storm without making 
any distinction between the cities^ and 
villages educated and illiterate, even rich 
and poor. Its vitality^ power and visual 
charm attracts universal andieace more 
effet\Wdv aTvd ?A^Cj^%\v ^^^^ ^^V olt^ 
performing act, in the world of entertain- 
ment, 

The cannotation, ccinception or the 
meaning of entertainment is generally 
assodaled .vith amusement, relaxation and 
gaiety. But t£ie multifarious genres of 
films and their presentations taisea serious 
que&tion about the definidon of entertain- 
mcr.t. Of course the question could also 
have been asked concerning X\\& folk arts 
already mentioned above, foi they cater to 
various emotions of the audience ranging 
from hamour to tearjerking pathos. Now, 
can we say that the factors that create 
pabrul sentiment& and bring tears in your 
eyes, insteaci of aiQUSLoe you^ caa be called 
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ctitertainmtnt? In case of Cmema ihe 
varieties are still innumerable, rr Cinema 
is accepted aJi uiie of the mediums of 
cntcrtajnnent then the advent nf it has 
broLighr many redical c!:anpcs in the very 
coTicep; of entertainment. 

SILENT FILMS 
I am myseir a film goer from the year 
1922, i.e. from the silent era. There was 
a golden age of slap-stick comedies made 
by immortal comedians lite Charlie 
Chaplin, HaroM Loycd, Buatcr Keaton, 
Harry Langdon> Lupino Lane, Ben Turpm 
and many more. They were of course Full 
of eniertainm«nt. They amu sec the audi- 
ence, they created visuals which caused the 
audience to start with chuckles and end in 
belly laughter. Even in this gerre of films, 
the great Chaplin introduced in the midat 
of fun and frgljc some new elements whieh 
startefl rhanglng the absolute conception 
entertainment. His comedies brought forth 
in the foreground the hopes and tears 
of the poor cotnmon man-* The Tramp.* 
His fun was embroidered on the bact 
ground of 'Tragedy. Tkc films made by 
the pioneer of film ma KngD, W. Griffith 
like *'The Birth cf a Nation' an 
* INTOLERANCE ' and many more which 
established the fact that Entertainmen: 
cannot be confined within the periphery of 
" amusenient as crudely understood. The 
Mms have a respuu^iible lole luplay, 

THE TALKIES 
Tilt n from the advent of TaU:ics I have 
seen f.lrasfrom early thirties upto laic sixtiea 
pud early $eventiesj films m^de by masters 



like John Ford Frank Kapra, George Stc^-cns* 
rritrLang, Billy Wilder, William Wellman, 
Rouben M amol ia n , Aff red Hitrh cock, 
James Whale, Herry Heathaway, Luis 
Milestone and many others who made bril- 
liant fiilms which have reached the heights 
of classics. The subject matters handled 
by thtm arc of such a vide range of varie- 
ties and signififbnt iiicaulng. For instance 
there was a period wjthin the span alrefldj/ 
Tnentinncd above wherein I have seen 
films particularly based on either songs of 
dances. For example, *MAY TIME' 
(Featurirg Jeanette Mc Donald & Nelson 
Eddy) of the older days and 'The Sound 
o^ Music' of recent tim!;:s. Films based on 
dances were made featuring the unfor- 
gettable pair of Fred A stair and Ginger 
Rogers. These films were of course made 
purely for amusement in the truest ser.se of 
the term, 

HORROR FILMS 
But films are also made and had been 
t^iade hke 'EXORCIST' (In recent years) 
and ' FRANKENSTIEN ^ m the oldea 
tmes). These have nothing to do with 
amusement and as the term denotes, they 
are horror pictures Rut they run very well 
at the Box Oificc, There were and there 
are film& widi deep social significance lite 
* Grapes of Wrath* or ' Difflant Ones 
which kepi the audictt;;e engrossed inside 
the theatres. 

COMMERCIAL FILMS 
Did thess films amuse the film goers? 
No! Did they entertain? Yes^ If you 
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are glued lo yout chair and your 
ejcs and ears are rivcttod to the screen for 
two continuous hours, you arc cntertainecL 
fhat IS flow this ivord ENTERTAIN MEN l 
has acTijuJiLila new iriLcij^^iuLaULPii. To-day 
there are two ck&scs of film maker&- There 
aie cDmmerciaL Film Producers on one 
side, and good olT-bcat healthy and pur- 
poseful film makers consisting mainly of 
Technicians or progressive thinkers on the 
other. Commercial hjlm Producers basically 
composed of busineai^ men 'cojuiog fiuui 
different fields of business with surplus 
profit earned elsewhere to inve^st in ftlms 
for quick return. They come \''ith the 
fixed idea th^it Film means cntertainmcat, 
ajmd entertainmmt means crude comedies 
having no relevance to the story, erotic 
songs and dance;^ iinJ Ighi:^ ihai will tickle 
the pathological excitement dF the audience. 
They very a;jtly put lh;it kp.t and violence 
are the main ingredients of film trade today. 
They make no secret of the fact that they 
are triidcrs and riot teachers. 

ART FILMS 

But the good, healthy^ off-beat and prog- 
ressive Film Makers' products arc generally 
classi^ed us Ad Films nud they huld a:n 
crtitely dilTcrcnt view about Film Mating. 
They say that the Film is of course ma fie 
to entertain people, but the act of enter- 
taining the Audience nc[^ not necessarily 
centre round exploiting the baser instincts 
of the human being. They believe that 
you should exploit ihe nobler instincts of 
man and still you can provide entcrcain- 



ment. They say : ' provide him with more 
of intellectual delight and less of patholo- 
gical cxcilcinenu' This )it jup believes that 
apart from providing entertainment, the 
Film has a very signif.cant rde to play in 
the life of a nation, So the word 'ENTER- 
TAINMENT' ai far as the filiJi is 
concernetl, fnr that matter any creative 
artistic and aesthetic work is concerned^ 
eanjiot be kept confined to its vulgar mean- 
ing of aniusciiiciit only. It sliould be 
JnterpreLcd and extended to the level of 
intellectual delight. 

This conFtict of interpret ati an of Enter- 
tainment, this battle of eslablishing the 
new and true value of entertainment had 
been waged jti the yaai ami is ^dll being 
w;ig^d in every centre of Film Mftking ail 
over the world. And it will continLe for 
all time to come. In aU other western 
countries^ the standard of Fjlm meikiii^ htis 
reached a level, generally so high, that thn 
gap between the comnierdal producers and 
the Art Film Producers are getting com. 
parfltively narrowed down, which ia not 
the case in our country. The gap is still 
very much wide here. So Uie battle to 
aecide vhat is entertamment has rather 
started In India only sow and it wUl con- 
tinue for quitij a long time till Indian 
Cojinniercial Film Making reaches the level 
of its counter pans h Europe and 
America. One may ask ' Haven't wc 
made f^lms whose value of entertam* 
men; ej^tends Lo the level of intellectual 
satisfaction.'' My answer will be * Of 
course we have done it, but they can bo 
counted on fingers* a:id £S such they are 
exceptions. And excepuons &re not 
lules/ 

'^<:^itrtesy : - fCAFO Speaks 
October, 79i 
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Book-fteview 



Mri I larx arHj Asian keliglon 



The special lectures given by Dr. Trevof 
Ling; Professor of CompiratEvc Religion 
at the University of Manchester, U. K. at 
the Bangalore University in Marcii 1973 
arc now brought out by tbu University in 
the form of a booklet. 

Bcrorc Marx studied Asian religioa, 
he was interested in the u£e of rcligiaii by 
Prussian state. He didn't study religion 
for its o'nn saks, nor did he venture into 
its metaphysical a^c:s* He was merely 
concerned 'with it as a tool of ti^xploitation 
in the bands of the stale. To quote 
Dr. Ling '*The major thrusi of bis own 
critique was directed against the use made 
of religion by the Prussian state for its 
own ends, and by otJier similar Western 
slates for the same pirposc, naaely, the 
maintenance of their ovm socially and 
economically exploitative power. The 
Struggle against religion itself he saw as 
relatively unimportant ". Mars said, " to 
abolish religion as Lht illusory hapj>iiicss 
cfthe people it to demand their real h^p* 
piness. The demaad to give up illusions 
about the existing state of affairs is the 
demand to give up a state of affairs which 
needs illusions "- What a rejalistic nssess- 
meni indeed ! The dope of illusory happi- 
ness was better Ihac the pangs of the haid 
realities for the poor. 



Studies of India 

Subsequently when Marx extended his 
researches in histor> and society beyond 
Europe, it was lo Irdta that he cevotcd 
special attention. Hit interest in India 
arose from his work as the London corres- 
pondent of the New York Daily Tribune 
bc^nning in 1^52 after living under trying 
drcumstances with his family at London 
for three years. The Triburie was known 
for its anti-slavery, anti-colonial radical 
sluai'e ttnd finding himself at bome^ Marx 
explored British j:olonia! politics in India. 
He wrote that the peopk of England bore 
the taxes for Britain's [ncian empire while 
the mcLuhiint tlais of the East India Com- 
pany enriched themselves with thejr mono- 
poly of Indo-British trade. He called it 
Mhe privilege of plundering India '! 

There were many coatincnial refugees at 
that time at Soho wiiere Marx lived tnd 
British India <jf the r:itd 19lh uentmy was 
the one Man smdi^d mow tihoToughly 
tha^i any other Asian cointry. The con- 
tradictions in our religio-social life struck 
hjrr and he aaid of Hiuduism, ''That 
rehi^ion is at once a religion of sersiiRlist 
exuberance and a religior of se!f-torturing 
asceticism, and religion of the Litigam and 
Uic Juggernaut, the religion of the 
Monk and of the Bayadere", It is 
the coatrast within Hir.du religio.i that 
impresses him, not the contrast between 
Hindu and Muslim religions. Maix hinted 
on our fatalism and ascetic renunciation 
that left little scope for cgahtarian social 
progress when he said that the village 
tommuiiitiei "suhjugiitt;ii man to ciLcnal 
riroimstanzes instead of elevating man to 
be the sovereign of circumstances, that 
they transformed a self-developing social 
stat^ into Licvcr-clianginf; natural destitry> 
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and thus brought about a briitali^ing wor- 
ship of nature, exhibitinj^ iis degradion in 
ihe rf.cx thai man, the ioverign of nature, 
ft 11 down on tJ6 kn&es i:i adoration of 
Hanuman, the monkey, and Sabbala, the 
cow ", 

English Retigiou^ Hypocrisy 

Marx was equally vehement in his 
criticism of the English religious hypocrisy. 
"While they (the English) ccnibatcd the 
Fxench ievo1utii:>n under the pretext cf 
defending 'our holy religion", did ihcy not 
forbid at the same time, Christianity (o be 
proptj^atifd in India, and did they ncit, in 
Older to make money out of the pilgrims 
streaming to the ti.'mplcs of Orissa and 
B;n£al, iJikc up the trade' in the iTiurdcr 
and prostitution perpetrated in the tcxtplc 
of Jugfierniiut V Marx was obviously 
referring to the JaganEath tanple at Puri 
where in his own words again, "the priests 
of the templti who vitOie undor the protec- 
tion of ihe East India Company, reaped 
immense profits from mass pilgrimage 
while at Ihe ^me time encour<iging temple 

prostitulioji, and frcni porr.poiis festivities 
Vi'hich were accompanied by the suicide of 
sdf-torture pf fanatic believers". The 
Hindus were virtucus in the art of self- 
tortutinjz SLtid the Juggernaut ftistivals wct^ 
"the blocdy rites of a rcligjon of cruelty*'. 
Here again with his sense of equanimity 
Marx blames the Briiish, claimants of a 
superior civihsa'ion for their methuds of 
torture in administering India, In these 
assessments of Hinduism's contradictions 
Marx protkably rcli^xJ on WcsLcrn writers 
in India who may have been tinduly harUi 
on the natives while trying to justify 
imperialistic rule. 

Bui what impressed one is the theoretical 
GXplftnation he olfered on some of th? 



features of the religion. In the words of 
Dr, Ling *'he explained, Hindu sensuality 
and cruelty as the natural consequence of 
a. sTagr.ant type of sotial organitaiiont 
namely, the primitive village republics 
whieh he believed to be the basis of the 
Asiatic mode of protiuction." 

Mars felt that the English free trade 
heralded "the only social revolution ever 
heard of in India** by breaking up the 
small family communities based on 
dotr.estic industry by blowing up thsir 
economic basis. He talked of "English 
interference havinji placed the spinner in 
Lani^ashire and the veavcr in Bengal, or 
sweeping away both Hjndu spinner and 
weaver". The primitive Indian communi- 
ties had in fact provided the perfect foun- 
dation for Oriental despotism, for "they 
constramed ihi^ human n:iind within the 
smalb&t pcssiblo compact, making it th« 
unresisting tool of superstition, enslaving it 
bentath traditional rules, dqiriving it of 
all granileu: of historical energies". 

Marx fett that social progress will lead 
to religKjn bcin^ di&L'iiLdcd. "'OjjI^ wIiuji 
tbf^ practical relations cf everyday life 
consist of intelligible and reaiionablc 
relations between mea, and between men 
and nature, wjU the religious halo, the 
religious reflection of the improperly 
understood world, the mystical veil which 
otherwise hangs over life, disappear. But 
this will happen only cifter ^a long and 
painful process of development." Where 
did Vfarx's Asiatic mode of production fit 
in the Marxian principle ot the progress to 
a sDciolist society froin oncien* nnode 
thtough the feudal to the bourgeois-capita- 
list and thus eventually to socialism? 
Unlike the Russian sociologist M, M. 
Kovali^vsky, Marx did not squitft the 
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A&iatic mode rvith rcudalism, hut none the 
less, subsequently omitted mention of the 
Asiatic mode is a separate phenomenon m 
hi* philoaophyn Thus h sccma that on 
second thoughts Marx did not feel it neces- 
sary to take up the Asiatic mode sapirately 
and olier an independent espJanation. 

Borrowiag- his account largely from 
BuLi^li hisluriatis jiikI administrators Marx 
thnugh 1 1 h II t prim i ti ve T nd i an c L^mmuD it les 
were self sufficient with ver/ little social 
inter-courss, whereat for 3 variety or 
reasons including marriage affliaticn?, 
market fairs, pilgrimages etc, this was not 
ao. Dr. Linjj says "It appears tMref[>re 
that Mar3<'s soujces l*d him into making 
an incorrect analysis of IndtEin society and 
Hiiidu religion/* 

But then Marx rfiver undertoftk any 
serious study of either India or h^rreligiofn. 
It was ' incomplete, hurried and disrupted.^ 
In his researches in E^ucopcan soAo-political 
cnnditif>ns, Tndta was ' a sithject on the 
periphery of his horizons* Dr. Lin^ says 
" There are good grounds for thinking that 
jf Marx had Kiid access to the kind of 
sources whidi are now available for the 
study of ladian society, he would at least 
have been able to demonstrate a large 
extent of agreement between ihj role of 
ecclesiastical religion in Germiiny in the 
1840s and the role of the Br^ihmans in 
religion in India, in the nineteenth century 
as wfil! as in many preceding centur es. 
There are greater p06sibi!ilius for using 
Marx's basic model of the social relation- 
ship betwceti religion and economic inte- 
rests in the Indian case tlian he appears to 
have supposed. Had \farx had access to 
more adequate sources of information he 
would certainly hava been able to fnd 
^ilTDpIss of Eituat-foKs in Indidn J^iietory 



whert religion, espec ally Brahmanical 
rehgion, had played a role ^^ery similar to 
that which State Protestantism had played 
in Europe.*' 

Buddhists Marxists ind Christians 
in the I970( 

The second kcture in the bookkt deals 
with the subject ot present day Marxism in 
companst>n to the world's two major reli- 
gions— Biidd hi sni and Christianity* 

The communist take over of Laos and 
Cambodia necessitated some kind of accom- 
modalion with Buddhism. The Govern- 
rncnl uf Laos in Otlobcr ]?7Gsct vun its 
poHcy towards the Sanghia. They said 
that the Buddhist monks **werc to study 
the teKls Oif Buddhism, and, along \vith this, 
politjci, in order that they might 'under- 
stand political issues correctly', since in the 
view of the government 'Buddhist monks 
are political cadres of the Lord Buddha 
who arc fighting injustice in the world'* 
In Sri Lanka, the English speaking urban 
oriented monks catering to the Sinhalese 
bourgeoisie deny any affinity between 
Buddhist and Marxist teachings. Not so, 

with rural monks who niinister to the 
poorer sections. 

Similarly in Thailand, the top echelons 
and wealthier monasteries of Bangkok are 
closer to the monarchy. But the student 
underground movement of the Thai country- 
side highlighted the Mar.njst influence in 
their rejection of the 'sycophantic Buddhism 
of the large Bangtok monasteries'. In 
fact ihers was affinity in the teachings i^f 
Buddhism and Marx and as Dcbiprasad 
Chattopadhyaya says what Biiddhism 
pointed to was the IjII flowering of Marx^s 
dialectical ihaieriAlisin; until Miirxiat 
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philosophy had dcvcl(?pcOj Buddliist social 
phi In soph y was the hcst approxirrtation 
a v^ I able. 

In Christianity, the recent concept of 
* Liberation Iheology' conccrring itself 
with the condition of oppressed people 
steers midway bttwe en dogmatic MarKism 
and dogmatic ecclesiastical theolpey- 
Liberation theology began in Latin America, 
but has been welcomed in ether areas of 
the world. 

But ultimately Marxism's afTinity vis-a- 
vis any religion will depend on onc*s stance 
in intcrprelingthe respective religion. Some 
Buddhists fed that their tcligjon is 
athc istic wh ilc otli crs stress on the 
transcendental nature of Buddha. The 
concepi of God is different in Muslims and 
Christians. Hvcit among Christians 
Ircnacus's God is not the same as Calvin*& 
Gol 

Along with 'T.ihftratinn Theology* softtn- 
itig of the dogmatic stance of the ecclcsiasts 
has resulted. It is not perhaps characteris- 
ed by ths same obscurantism which made 
Marx describi; the western ecclesiastical 
Christianity of his day as the ideology of a 
dominant^ privileged class. 

Will this softening of the stance — in itself 
an acknowledgement of the failure to 
ans'rver modem science and its ratiCkna! 
proioganisls — make it a Sfx>kesman af the 
under-privileged ? This reviewer does 
not think so. Religion will remain a 
spokesman of the prlviledged till ir is 
thrown overboard* Tlie'«ocial concern* 
of the theologians is merely to appease 
their own guiliy consdenw; or i^.bv an 
intelligent strategy for survival. Thfoln^y 
by its very nature is insulated from the 
commoa man. Individual theologians may 



bfl dWTcrcTit but thofc can be no effffitivc 
* Liberation Theology'.' Even Mother 
Therasa does not make sense when she 
describes the lives of her pitiable clientele 
aa gift frona Got} 

This sgfLciiiiig is Itscl" a supreme tribute 
to Mars. As the authcir rightly concludes 
**The human disposition towards the 
universe which is chaiactsrised as belief 
111 God isj *t this point io the twentieth 
century, not to be identified necessarily 
either wi t h the fo ol ish and crcdu lous 
literalism or with tha cynical obscurantism 
with which Karl Mart had to contend ia 
nineteenth century Germany and England 
Some share ii th& credit or the responsibi- 
lity for this raust go to Marx himself. '\ 

The jntcicsiing booklet on Marxian 
thought titled ' Karl MjirA auil Aslar) 
Relig-on^ by Dr. Trevor Linji, published 
by the Bangalore University and econa- 
niically priced is available for sale 

at LR A. 

V, Gopalakiishnan} 
Madras. 

(Readws rsquirini the above publication 
may serri its. If- (including postage) by 
M.O. to the Trcaaursr, I.R.A. 2tE/lS, 
Pantheon Road, Madras-8. Ed,) 



TIE SUICIDAL SWAMI ! ■ 

From hi« IjoyKopd TJrth Ram had a streak 
of dBSp^ratatisis In hlft inantal mokaiip which 
at tirrw atads him hetwu9 strangely. Onca 
who^liahtd a mathematical problem to sqtva 
be U3lE a vow tti^it ha would complats tha 
job bHforA sunrise and if unsuceesful hs 
wauld kill himsfllf; to da so, hsputaknifa 
undar hit seat. The i^ndijiicy to toTimit 
f^uicid* ^eemj to fiftwft hnsn prfi^itnt throuQh- 
«uthis abort spart of liffl. 
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Caste System & 

A way out 

—Prof: G. SINGH, Rupi, Punjab 

The wewA HARIJAN' rndjd6j m&ny 9ub- 
castes bfllonQir^g to scheduled castes anil 
sciedultd tribeSr Thoso people have be*n 
subjected to untold sufferinQS and privetionv 
ihs BTillEh rule brouylit a liti]n lelief to 
their tufferirgs though indirectly- When 
Indeptndfince caTie the hopes of Harijans 
soar«r- Speciat csnce&siona uveia granted to 
thsm in services. TheCenstltution croirisad 
tMm oquility in all fi*VJs- Untouchahllitv 
has been declared a ciim$. As a result; thay 
ara rnanrlng highm posts in vanous Govt, 
departments, 

Kov^ever their present progress must 
not bs mva&urBd without rsferrfnio to thotr 
social bac'tgrcund and th< atfocities committ- 
ed on tnem simply because ihev wbib bupn 
in a parTicular caste- Their present position 
in Hamvanfl. Bihar, Gujarat and other 
Central and Southern Indian StaT&s i£ unenvi- 
«ble The tragedy is that ev«n a'ter 30 yearft 

the uullook of higher cailtts has nol under- 

gon» change towards thsmr I feel that ca^le 
system can b« abolished more spf^Bdilv if tiitr 
initiative comes from high&r caste peopfe. 
But Lnfo^tunatelv a section of thess peopla 
burn iha huts nf haipjans, ban thsir vntry 
into rsligk>us places, maider them ruthlessl/ 
and boycott therr. sociaMy. 

Mu'-h i:rit(cism is heard of agfiin&t ths 
policy' of reservation in services for harifans. 
Many snti-ieservatian associatiorts heu@heen 
fcrmed which ar* raising hue and cry. Their 
ictlvities are furlher adding to the epread cf 
castB'feelinB&. I (jue belovv somi steps. 
which, if Initiated can qo a long way in 
makinQ our socioty a model for others. Tn 
begin with, I may say, the (niliativa mu(t 
csome f *onri highaf castes. Ir la they whn 
should come forward and mix with tower 
castcii by indulj^ing tn inderdining end intei- 
marriage- Bjt there must be a spirit of 
(•forming the saciery i?ehlnd this effort 
because othejwFse siich step would amount 
to have been taken for selfish pur,^i^S9 
Secondly wo should strive fowards ttie 
e«tebli«hnn«nt of a society bised net on 



privatQ propArty. L*t everybody work *nH 

e^t accordingly. The harijans reed it most 
and thertifurti Hfity would work for it. 

If tfiB liigher ciste Hindus or* responsible 
for this castft systerr>. the Harijani are ■!» 
respcnsibfe lo some extent- There exists a 
caste iVEtenra within themselves In Punjab 
tlrefe are Ramdasias, MajhisI Sikhs, Chamars, 
AOharmii, B^iigin, Balmilcis »tr. , who all 
belong to scheduled caite but do not inter- 
mafry and iirei-dfiie. Each of thorn Gonaidors 
his casta diitinct from the oth^r They 
^ou^d first ot an Abolish their own dittinGt 
entities and should wort to create z sense of 
cneness and refine Ihemselvea. The trageiJy 
it ihit even educated amnna fhnm<»luis are 
not raady to take the initiative. 

There are menv poor Hanjans in India 
«nd yet it ia they who spend lavishfy on 
social ceremonies, raligious rituals whii^h for 
tnem ar^ inslgnl^tcant Ttiey wiil Iihvb to 
curb thia sxperiftiture of theirs. They should 
understand that it is lh«se rituais which have 
put them inin this low social 'postlion in 
Indian aociaty The same rroney should 
be spend on educating Iheir chidren and 
raising their standard of living. What I 
Observe Is Ihat most of litem have 
accepted theii low social position as 
deatined for them. Have they ever thought 
how Gnci niflcad them tn thia inhuman 
position If BO most of them would already 
have become rotionolii'te. 

In ordtir to save India from 1h> dutches 
of caste-system a new scicial order should 
be usherBd in^ But how? It can t* d&ns by 
shunning el existing social values which 
are suicidal for the grovnth of progiessive 
^inciaty. The new social values should 
■epUce these. Th'm can be done by with- 
dravving all dfvtniiy from ths boaks which 
ipread caste feeling. These shodd be 
prBiienliU as words of rrien no^ of god. 
The goi^prnment haa a rtsponsibility to 
render bII possible help to the intellectuals 
to enable them to creiila r«w faciei values. 
All progressive human societiss have been 
the product of ^rsat ir>tell»ciua1e. Unfortu- 
nately after independtnce no positive step 

hns LieHTi Iflken by lh*nrt in ihia di«ictiot> 

But these intellectuals most of whom are 
rational s's wiJl have iQ Tate the lead and let 
US hope thsttha Government does her part 
of the tas^ 
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I. R* A. Endowment Fund 

fiwders mlohl bo iwarB that 1. R. A. ENDOWMENT FUND has b&an aatnb\\*h»ti in 
1 9 7S fbi fln«iirtng a r«curKncinccrre for the conliptfout publication of tli* journal witfiout 
interruption. Thcugh It was envlveged thai ttit fund would grow Intc at l«a«t. R^. 1 fjlch 
by me end of 1980, it is di^haarlening to note thit we have been ibie to collar onlv 
Ri. 7,134.16, sofir. 

Eatfi ond ^vsry ration Bli&t synipaiHser Fa thorefore onc8 again Mrnestfy raquestcd to 
send genarctis ccjitribuiions lor ihe fund It m*v kindly be not«d thai ill the contrlbulidns 
ere being (fepoiited in a iNstknaTlead Bank under long term Fixed Deposite. 

Members ars further requvsted to earmark i portion ta thfl eilate In their testamtnta^ 
Fcr more particulars piMsa write to IRAh Madraa-tiO€ 0^. 

Ml. S, V, VASUNDHRA, 
Traaiurai, J. a A. 



New Members 

We haartiry wv#rcome tfie folfowir^g How Members to \M.A. 



M»mbtfsh(p 
LM'64 

LM-6fi 

LM-66 

Ortf/nary Members 
M-509 



N3mi 
•Mr^lL VENKATESWARA RAO 

Mr, M. PENCHALLAIAH 
•Mr, N. SUSEELAN 

Dr. K, M. KAMBLE 

Mr. JAYAKARAN GNANARAJ 

•Converted from Ordinary Mamber^ihlp 



Mjdrai [Tamit Nadu> 
Madras (Taintl Nadu) 
Kan^al (Mahsreshtra} 

NpgpurCMaharaahtha} 
Putancheru (A, P.) 



-A- SUR^ANARAVANA 
General Sacretary, J.fi.A. 
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RATIONALIST BOOKS FOR SALE 

In addition to th? bocks already published in September 1979 
foH^Jwing books ere also available for eale. 



1. Hindu Epics— Prof. Surendra Ajnat 

2. The Rise & F?i11 nf Hindu woman— Dr. B. R. Ambediar 

3. Buddha and lhc future cf his Reli^on — Di, B^ R> AmbedJcar 

4. Castes in India— Dr. B. R. Amtctlkar 

5. Federation Vs Freedom -do- 

6. States^ Mlnoritjcs -do- 

7. Old TR!itaTnent cf Indian Aiheism— Dr. Surendra Ajnat 

8. Ciitique on Vedaa -drt- 

9. The Buddha by B, R. Sanpta 

10. In Quest of Freedom 

1 1 . Why I gave up my ancestors Religion ? 

12. Dr. Ambedkar on Poona Pact 

13. Do Plan^'ts rnflusnce HDinaji Life? 

14. Science, Society & Scientific Attitude 
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1 . For mfmb^rs of IRA postage (by ordinflTy post) i& rnc. Otters may kindly 
lOVo of the value of boclis (owards po^tagEj packing and forwarding charges, 

2. To avoid heavy VPP charges please order boots with Full advance, 
/t. Fni price list nf Telugw A Tamil books ptesse writs to: 

L Rh a., £8/13 Faithf^on Roitd^ MAD RAS-«00 00ft 
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